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With reference to the "Western" and "Eastern" Civilizations, the
concept of "culture area" as well as of "cultural pattern" seem to
have little significance. "There is a tendency among sociologists
to waste time over the 'culture area concept.' There is, properly
speaking, no such concept. When traits group themselves geographi-
cally, they must be handled geographically. When they do not, it
is idle to make a principle out of what is at best a loose empirical
category. In our civilization there is, in the anthropological sense,
a uniform cosmopolitan culture that can be found in any part of
the globe, but there is likewise unprecedented divergence between
the labouring class and the Four Hundred, between those groups
whose life centres in the church and those whose life centres on the
race-track. The comparative freedom of choice in modern society
make possible important voluntary groups which stand for as
different principles as the Rotary Clubs and Greenwich Village.
The nature of the cultural processes is not changed with these
modern conditions, but the unit in which they can be studied is no
longer the local group" (ibid., p. 230). On account of the diver-
gences of culture-complexes at any one time and the changes in the
complexes in time, Western Civilization conveys no definite and
uniform ideas; different persons at different times attach different
meanings.

In the foregoing discussion it is important to note the distinction
drawn between culture-pattern and culture-complex. The latter is
a more or less intimate and constant association of culture-traits,
while the former is a combination of culture-complexes, the whole
of culture. While the horse and harness is each a culture-trait,
together they form a culture-complex. Christianity, the cross, the
church, and redemption through Jesus Christ form a complex. The
steel industry, the rubber industry, the mineral oil industry, and the
automobile industry form a complex. But Christianity, the auto-
mobile, the radio, baseball, dressing for dinner, smoking, writing
a will, practising at the bar, and faith in astrology form a pattern,
but not a complex. Some may be present without the others, and
each can spread independently of the others.